
The Olympia Forestry Sciences Laboratory – Happy 40th Birthday!

PNW’s forestry research in Olympia 

began in the late 1940’s, mostly 

connected to increased volume and 

value of forest products. Offices were 

leased in the old Olympia Post 

Office/Federal Building. The Olympic 

National Forest headquarters also 

leased offices there.

Like the Washington State Capitol 

building and the old county 

courthouse, it is made of locally-

quarried sandstone. You can visit the 

quarry; it’s now a city park in Tenino.

The offices were small and not very 

luxurious, to say the least, but were 

sufficient for the type of work being 

done.

Further projects were due to be 

located in Olympia, and they required 

“real” laboratory space.

Even in the early days, 

the Lab’s staff was at the 

forefront in using 

computers for data 

storage and analysis.

A 10-acre parcel of land, owned by the 

Washington State DNR at the time, was 

identified as a good location. Negotiations 

were started, and plans were made. After 

construction was completed, a Forest 

Service parcel was found that could be 

traded for the Lab’s site, and after the Quit-

claim deed was filed, the land was 

tranferred to FS ownership. 

Jones Road & 93rd Ave (then Lathrop Road) weren’t 

nearly as busy as they are today. Heck, Jones Rd. 

wasn’t even paved!

Obtaining the current 

tenants’ opinions.

View from the North 

side of 93rd Ave.

As you can see, the original floor 

plan for the lab was much different 

from what was actually built. 

Clearing & preparing the land for construction. Note how 

short the trees were on the other side of 93rd Ave.

Since the new work was to be 

cooperative with the Washington 

State DNR and the USDI Sport 

Fisheries & Wildlife, all groups 

agreed upon a site for the facility, 

near the Webster Nursery on 

Blomberg Road.

Construction began in 1960, and 

the lab was occupied by 1962. As 

the new animal-damage-control 

work expanded, in became 

obvious that the building was just 

too small, and the Station began 

looking for a better location.

With assistance from Rep. Julia 

Butler Hansen, the search was 

begun for land and funding for a 

new facility.

The staff just before the Blomberg Road facility was built. (left to 

right: Jackie Jacobsen, M.A. Radwan, Don Reukema, Francis 

Herman, Ned Dimock, Dick Williamson, Norm Worthington)

M. A. Radwan 

at work in the 

laboratory

Additional buildings added 

to the Blomberg Rd. lab.

Construction took 

a while, but by 

early 1968, the 

building was 

nearly ready. The 

dedication was 

held on April 19th, 

1968.

Furnishings were 

sparse, at first, but as 

we all know, space is 

now at a premium.

Note the interesting 

table decorations in 

the conference room!


